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| STN unto DEATH } 


Briefly. Diſcourſed of: . 1 


I. Proving what that Siu is. bl : 38 11 


. 


II. That all other Sins, bon gr and heinous loenety 2 
may be forgiven unto Men; ut the blaſphemy a 


gainſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be forgiven, f 
ther in this world, nor in the World to come. 8 


by 4 
To which! is added, 77 = 8 3 


Some Inſtructions how a Man may walk, and —Y 
commit this W Sin. Ad the 


* 


* 
. .F = T £ A 
— — — — 
— OE 


SMart xii. 31: W7 Manner 'f x Sin and Blaſpheny 9 
hall be forgrumh unto Men, except it be the vin ths $1310 03 


gamft the ak Ghoſt. "po, "REM 
"CERES 4 


ByROBERT RUSSEL, 


——-- - 4-- 


1 


a 


— 


vis rule, nud and Sold in on. C. 1754 
SEL 


SF 
'F 


AC 


Bon 8 5 f | 
n * dy k 1 4 . J %.* 
| wo *. 8 | | - bog <4 1 
x : Fe * N 4 - " | l * p "2.2 
14 * 1 : 7 * 0 6 l N 1 © 2 2» "x 
55 "4 - - 5 | , , p _ 2 - ” 4 — ; AY 4 
, _ „ o * - a a \ TH. 8 =; 
4 , a = - P 0 4 ba *% — x” 
: N 1 f 3 
N * * A 


UNPARDON ABLE SIN 
AGAINST IHE 2 
EE HOLY.GHO,ST, ec. 


John ix. 16. There is a Sin unto Death, 


Here is no mere Man ſince the Fall, 
that can live without Sin; tor all 
are Sinners. Bur yet there are {ome 
Degrees of Sin; ſome Sins in their 
own Nature are mall, others are 
more great, yet hainous. - Mary Sins there 
Are that are great, yer pardonable; and one 
Sin there is unpardonable, and yholoever com- 
mits that one Sin, ſhall, have no Forgiveneſs, 
but muſt forever bear the Weight and Punich- 
ment both of that and of all his other Sins: 
There is ſuch a Sin as St. John {p-aks of here 
in my Text, that it is a Sin unto Death And 
vos I come to the Explication ot the Words, 
from whence I ſhall raiſe this Point of Doc- 
arine; | 
DoR. That amal. all the Sins commited by fal- 
den Mankind there is only one Sin that is a Siu un- 
ta Death; and whoſoever commireth that, he 
Hat h 0 Forgiveneſs, neither in this World nor in FR 


World to come, 
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v5 er oy further procceding on se, 
Tec 1 ſhall lay open to you. 


Firſt, What the Sin unto Death is. ey b Ty 


2h. That all our Sins, fo great und haits 
ous ſoever, may may be torgiven 4 


3dly, That this Sin alone ſhall never | be bor. 


wen. 
F 4thly, The Reaſon why that Sin alone i is ans 
patdonable: And then, 

Laſily, I ſhall conclude with a few Words aft 
Application. 


a begin firſt with the Deſeriptioh of: 
this eats Sin, where I ſhall endeavour! 


to make as plain a Deſcription of it as poſhble 


] can ; and doing of it, I ſhall 1. —_ Wu 
negatively, what is not thts Sin, 2. I nA. 


ſhew you poſſitively, what it 1s. 10; 5 


1. 1 ſhall ſhew you negatively what is not” 
this Sin anto Death; or in what Degree a Man, 


| of the Spirit that is taat Sin. It is true, when 
the Holy Ghoſt comes with a ſtill Voice, and 
knocks 4 the Doors of Sinners Hearts for en- 
trance, he often comes and ſtrives with them; 


their Sins and be converted; yet they quench 
and ſtifle all his Morions, and bears up their 
Hearts againſt him, and will not be obedient 
to his heavenly Calls: Now, ſuch Sin grievous 


'y £0 Holy Ghoſt. But yet this we” 
} 


he 
N 


may (in, and yet het comutir that unpardons, © > 5 
abſe Sin —— the Holy Ghoſt. 6 13 
I. It is not every quenching of the Motions 


and fecrecly woos and beſeeches them to leave 
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zs not the unpardonable Sin àgainſt the Hofy 
N | Ghoſt: for Men who have ftoed it out a long © }: 
Time, and have often quenched and grieved + 

the Holy Spirit, yer ac laſt they have been 

wrought upon into fincere Converſion. N 

23. A Man may commit many heinous and 

„crying Sins, and yet not be guilty of the un- 

pardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; a Man 
may be an Idolater, a Whoremonger, a Fo- 
nicator, a Murderer, and work Witchcraft, . 

and Sin with a very high Hand; nay, he may 

live in all Manner of Filchineſs and Lewdneſs, 

and yet not be under the Guilt of the unpar- 

donable Sin againſt the holy Ghoſt. Thus we 

read, 2 Chion, xxiii. That Mauaſſes tinned 

with a very high Hand; he was an Idolater, 
an Inchanter, and worked Witcheraft, and 
dͥieͤeealt with familiar Spirits, and wrought much 
+ evilin the Sight of the Lord. And Mary Mag- 
Aalane had ſeven Devils caſt out of her Luke 

viii, 2. and yet both were pardoned. 

3. A Man may Sin preſumtouſly againſt 
great Light and Kiowledge, and yet not com- 
mic this Sin unto Death; for Peter, when he de- 
nied Chrift, he did it againſt great Knowledge 
of Chriſt, he knew Chriſt ro be his Lord and 
Saviour, he was one of Chriſt's beloved Diſci- 

_ . - ples, and for all that, how ſtrongly denied he 
Chriſt, and that with an Oath too? And yet 
for all that, Chriſt looked upon him with a 

merciful eye, and he repented and was forgi- 
| given, 7 - 


2 | 4 It 


4 
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4 It is not every malicious Sin that is the * 
unpardonable Sin apainſt the Holy Ghoſt ; for 
St. Paul certain!y had greati Malice in his Heart, 12 
when he went on fo furfouſly to perſecute the 


that die in Impenitene and Undelief, and are 


Church of God, and yet was converted, be- 


eame a Preacher of the Gol pel of Chriſt, which 
be fore he perſecuted. . 


5. And laſtly, it is not final Unbelief, nor 


final Impenitence, chat is the unpardonable Sia 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, tho' ſome be of Opi- 
nion that it is. becauſe that Sin is unpardon- 


able; and Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid, Matth. xii. 


21 That all Manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall ls 


forgiven unto Men. except it be the Sin againſt tho 
Holy Ghoſt. But you are to take the orden 
our Saviour in their true Senſe and Meaning? 


It is all Manner of Sin and Blaſphemy commirt- 
ted within the compaſs of a Man's Liſe that 


(hall be forgiven, except theSin againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt; for Sin of final Impenitency and final U n- SY | 


belief is not compleated until the very Moment 


of a Man's Death; and then you all xnou that | 


there is no Repentance ; and conſequently no 
Pardon afterDeath, for Chriſt ſaith, He that fin- 
net h againſt the Holy G hoſt hath no Forgiveneſs, nei 
ther in this World, nor in the World to come, Now, 


why ſhould Chriſt lay, in this World, if yr Chak 


be no Space to be forgiven in this World ? bu 
a Man may commit the unpardonable Sin - 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, even many Years before. 
his Death. Pefides there are many Thouſands 


damned 


* 
* 


I / 1y Gholt. 


\ ee | | 
damned, and yet never. commited the unpar- 
donable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

Thus I have ſhewed you negatively whet is 
not this unpardonable Sin ; none of theſe Sins 
In particular is that Sin. | 

I come now to ſhew you poſitively what this 

Sin unto Death is, and wherein thus unpardon= 
able Sin againſt che Holy Ghoſt doth conſiſt, 
Now there are ſeveral Opinions in the World 
about it; ſome hold one Thing, ſome another. 
But I have no Time nor room to diſpute con- 
cerning others Opinions about it; bur I will 
' endeavour, through God's Help, to lead you 
to the plain Sight of it by the Light of the ho- 
ly Scriptures. | 
Nou, in the firſt Place, you muſt know, that 
there are two Sorts of People that cannot com- 
mit this unpardonable Sin, 3 
1. The true Believer cannot commit it, tho? 
many Times for their Trial, God ſuffers them 
to fall foully into many groſs Sins; yet they 
being rooted in Chriſt, are upheld by free 
Grace and Mercy, that they cannot fall into 
this unpardonable Sin, yr © 
2. The groſly Ignorant cannot commit it, 
becauſe it is a Sin againſt gregr Light and 
5 1 Indeed the greater part, of the 

/orld ſhall be damned, yet among the grea- 
ter part, there are but few of them that can 


commit that unpardonable Sin againſt the Ho- 


Some 


ba 
7 


„669 
Some 1570 both Light and nde cheſs 
wall not commit that —— es Sin. Again, 
ſome have neither Light nor Grace, theſe can- 
not commit it. But there are ſome again that 
have Light and not Grace, theſe are they that 
are liable to commit that unpardonable Sin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt. Now, there muſt be 
two Ingredients to make up this Fpardonable 
din; that is, Light in the Head, and Malice in 
the Heart; without thete two, the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt cannot be commired ; for, to 
Sin againſt great Light and Knowledge is not vl 
that Sin alone; nor yet to ſin ignorantly, ut 
ot that Malice, is not that Sin; but they muſt 
join both together, to make up this unpardon*. 
able Sin. Thus we fee by the Example of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, Peter he deny'd Chriſt, and 
toreſwore him too, and that grievouſly, a- 
gainſt Light and Knowledge ; for he kn 
Chriſt to be the only begotten Son of God, and 
he knew God in him, add was one of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, and one ot his beloved ones too, he 
was taught of Chriſt, and had experimental 
Knowledge of his Love and Favour, and yet. 
he wickedly with an Oath denied him. Now | 
if Peter had done this out of Malice and Spight, 
then he had commuted that Sin unto Death, 
for which there is no Forgiveneſs : but Peter 
had no Malice in his Heart all this while, e- 
ven when he deny'd Chriſt, as you may fee. 
Matth. xxvii. When Chriſt told him, Before wil 
| the Cock crow thou alt deny me thrice ; he anſrerr 
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— ed, If 1 fbould die with thee, I will nat / thee: '/ 

by And then denying him-through Infirmicy and 
J weakneſs of the Fleſh, when he confidered 
VO what he had done, he went out and weept bitterly, 
: N v. 75. And Paul, he had great Malice and 
Ex Spight againſt the Ways and People of God, 

3 as you may ſee Ad ix. 1, Now, here was 2 

1 reat Rage and Malice in Saul againſt the 
0 Ways and People of God, but doing it igno- 
rantly, he at laſt hearing 2 Voice, lay ing, Saul, 
Saul, why per ſecuteſt thou me ? and receiving a 
Light from Heaven, that ic was Jeſus that be 
. he was pricked at the Heart, and 
s rembling aſtoniſh'd, ſaid Lord, what wilt you 
have me to do ? Now by theſe two Places of | 
Scripture you may plainly fee, that Peter ſinned 
againſt great Light, and Paul out of great Ma- 
lic e, yet none of them both committed the un-= 
pardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, bur 
_ -Whenloever Light ang Malice meet together in 
one Man, then there is a Sin againſt the Holy 
- Ghoſt, Nou as all other Sus, ſo this Sin 
ga gainſt the Holy Ghoſt ma y be commited in 
Ihouqnht, Word and Deed, 

In Thought, that is, when a Wicked Man, 
againft his clear Light and Knowledge, doth 
but conceive a malicious Thought or Purpoſe + 
towards perſecuting the Goſpel of Chriſt. or 
of the Saints of Chriſt, to hinder the Work of 
the Holy Ghoſt in lem 

This Sin is thought to be the Sin of che 


; oſt Angels; for which Cauſe they were loſt 
, wer) 


| 2 
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9 
without all hopes of Pardon, Now, ſome dif- 
whether their Sin was a Sin of the Thought ; 
but I lay wich all Liklihood it was; for the 


Angels being only Spirits, without Bodies, 4 


and fo have no uſe of bodily Tongues, it could 
not be commited in Words; nor yet could they 
commit it in Action, becauſe they were caſt our 


of Heaven betore they conld bring it into Pra- J 


&ice, therefore it muſt be sSin of the Thought. 1 


Now, their Sin was this, their Habitarion 


being in the higheſt Heavens. next under God 


bimlelf, they had exceeding great Light and 
| Knowledge, they had more Knowledge than 
all the Men in the World ever had, and were 


happy above all other Creatures; but when, 
not being contented with this Fare, - they. 
thought to be as high as God himſelf, che 


fore malicioufly ſought to make War againft 


the Son of God, and put him out of his Throge; 
for which Cauſe they were immediatey churſt ; 


outof Heaven, never more to fee the Face « 


Mercy, Thus their Sin pre, > of the lame Nas 5 
ly Ghoſt, they * 


ture with the Sin againſt the 
-were excluded all Hopes of Pardon; 
2. This Sin may be committed in Word too 


that is, u hen a Man ſpeaks blaſphemoufly 


and malicioufly of Chrift and his holy Ways 2 
This was the Sin of the Scribes, and Phatiſees, 


Mark iii. 22. Therefore Chiift lalch unto eber 1 


as in Verſe 28 and 29 


Now the Reaſon ot this Speech * our blet⸗ 8 N. 
{ed Saviour is ſneu ed in v. 30. Becauſe) Jaleeg ”* 


— 
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hie hath an unclean Spirit; which plainly ſneus, 
that theſe Scribes and Phariſees had ſpoken 
Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt Theſe 
ſcribes were great learned Men, and they cou'd 
know no otker but that Chriſt was the Son of 
God, and they knew that he caſt out Devils 
by the Spirit of God; and yet out of Spire to 
.. Chriſt, maliciouſſy and blaſphemouſly ſaid 
That he " aft out Devils by Beelzebub, the Chief of 
Devils. Thus theſe Sribes commited rhe un- 
pardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 


that in Word. 


3. This Sin may be committed in Action 
too; that is, when a Man being once thorough- 
ly evlightened, and entered upon a holy Courſe 
of Life, and taſted the Comforts of God's Spi- 
Fit, and had ſome foreraſte of the ſoys of 
Heaven, and not only makes a Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel, bur teaches it to others; he at 
leſt takes a Diſlike of theſe holy Courſes, and 
rough Spite and Malice utterly forlakes, op- 
Poſes and perſecutes theſe good Ways of God, 
| which he before profeſt and taught. But to 
{um up this Point, this unpardonable Sin a- 
gainſt the Holy Guoft is fully deſcrib'd by the 
- Apoſtle to the Hebrews, * 2 x. 27, 28, 29. 
. Like v iſe, Heb. vi. 5, 6. 
No the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt i is brief- 


w ly this: It is a wilful and malicious oppoſing 


ö of the known Truth, joined with final Apoſ- 


I 3 


This Sin unto Death is an mit Sin. 
Now, 


* 
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Now, to oppoſe a Thing is to _contradif ity 
or gainſay it; when a Man ſays a Thing is fo 
and ſo, he denies it, and ſays, it is not.fo ; 
when a hing muſt be done, he ſays again, it 
mult not, nor fhall not be done: But a Man 
may be an oppoting Man, and yet cannot com- 
mir this Sin. I herefore, _. 

1. It is a Truth that we muſt oppoſe, that 
is, he muſt utterly oppoſe aud 1ezect Chriſt, 
who ſaid, I am the Truth, John xiv. 6 He op- 
poſeth all his'I hreatznings, and will not believe 


his Prom ſes, and counts him to be a Seducer © | 


of the People, and counts the Blood of the Co- 
venant to be an unholly Thing: Nay, he al- 
ſo oppoſes the Spirit of Chriſt; who is the Spi- 
rit of Truth; ſo that he will not obey his Mo- 

tions, and will not be led or guided by him; 


it ignorantly. Therefore, 
2, It muſt be known Truth that he oppol- 
eth, he muſt be once enlightned: Bur you 
muſt know, that it is not only a notional Rnou- 
ledge, and human Learning; he may know 
much of God and of his Will in the letter of 
the Word, and yet not capable of commiting : 
this unpardonable Sin; but he mult be ſo far 

enlightned as to ſee the evil that is in Sin, and 

the Excellency of Chriſt ; he muſt taſte of the 
heavenly Gift, and be made Partaker of the 

Holy Ghoſt, and taſte. of the good Word of 
God, and the Powers of the World to come; 
and by the Blood of the Covenant, which he 
| a counts 


1 


| 


bur a Man may oppoſe the Truth, and yet do 


5 


- 
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Wits | 
counts as an unholly Thing, he is id part ſlanc- 
tiſie i, and cleanſed from many Sins; he muſt 


have ſweet Communion wich God in his Word 


and Sacraments : he muſt have ſome Taſte of 
the Love and Favour of God and Comforts of 
his Spirit, and be refreſhed by it; ard caſte 


of the Joys of Heaven, and have ſorae foretaſte 


of the Happineſs of the World to come. 

4. He muſt oppoſe the known Truth wil- 
fully, he muſt wilfully fall away after he hath 
received the Knowledge of the Truth; other 
Sins are commired through Infirmity, but this 


„Sin is'wilful, the will is chief Actor in it, And, 


to compleat and make up this unpardonable 
Sin, There 15, | 
J. Malice in the Heart: Without this, this 


Sin cannot be commired ; it muſt be a malici- 


ous oppoſing of the known Truth. 
Now, a Man having gone this far, he comes 
in the laſt Place ro be an Apoſtate : Now for 
ſuch a one wilfclly, ſpitfully, and malicicuſſy 
to fall away, he ſo falls as never to riſe more. 
Ir is true, the Children of God fall, and that 
often, and yet riſe again: But then they fall 
throughWeakneſs or Infirmity, andnot wilful- 
ly and malicioufly: But theſe wicked Wretches 
fall wilfuly and malliciouſly, and fo fall finally. 
Againſt ſuch, the Door of Mercy are ever ſhut. 


Concerning ſuch St. Peter ſpeaketh, 2 Pet. ii. 


21% 22. There is ſuch another dreadful Place 


of Scripture againſt theſe Apoſtares, that is, 


Heb. x, 26. 
Object 


3 


_ (43 W__ 
- ObjeR, Bur what is Ss #4 then, that this 
Sin cannot be forgi ven? | 
” Anſw. The Reaſon arifes fil the Nature of 
this Sin; for this Sin by whomſoever it is com- 
mited, hardens the Reart, and fears che Con* 
{cience, ſo that there is no Place for Repen- 
tance to be wrought, neither for that nor any 
other Sin. This Sin is called a Sin againſt the 
the Holy Ghoſt, bec auſe it is a Sin againſt the 
Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt ; fo is all Sin againſt 
his Perſon ; but it is called a Sin againſt the 
Holy Gholt, becauſe it is againſt the Office Þ 
and Work of the Holy Ghott. Now, every = 1 
one of tlie three Perſons have their particular 
Work : The Work of the Father is to Create: 
the Work of the Son to redeem loſt Sinners; 
and the Work of the Holy Ghoſt is to enligh=, | 
ten, convince, fanctify and convert them. 
Now, a Man committing this unpardonable Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, rejects all this Work - : 
of ithe Spirit, Now for a Man to be tho- 
roughly enlightned by the Holy Ghoſt, that 8 
he comes to know the evil of Sin, and of his = 
loſt and undone Condition without Chrilt, and 
that none but the Merits of Chriſt can ſave i 
him; then for him «ilfully and malicioufly ro i 
oppoſe him and the Work of his Spirit, and 
will not be beholden to him for Salvation, 
now for ſuch a one to be forgiven, is utterly 
impoſſible. 
Object. But why is it impoſſible, nothing is >: 


poſſible un God : 1-5 
ae 


* 


. 
. A man through ignorance may deny 
Crit, and maliciouſly fall from the profeſſi- 
on of the truth into all a icked nes, as did St. 
Paul, and the Jeus that crucihed Chrilt, and 
yet not falling againſt light and kno» ledoe, 
there is room for the Holy Ghoſt to Work us 
pon him, to enlighten him, and to convince 
him of his folly, and ſo make « ay for conver= 
ſion. And befides, a Man after he hath been 
1 and yet falls back through infi!- 
mity and weakneſs of fleſh, as Peter did, and 
doth not fall willfully and maltcioufly, then 
the Holy Ghoſt may work upon hum, and 
work in him a deep ſorrow for abuſing 10 
much love and mercy, and fo carry on his 
good work unto ſalvation. Bur for a man 
when he is once enlihgetned by the Holy Gdols, 
and has had fome taſ e of God's love and fas 
your, and ſome foretaſte of the Joys of Hea- 
yen; and then at lair utterly oppoting this 
illuminating work of the ſpirit, and wiitully 
and maliciouſly to fall away, and 19 to rejec 
the ſpirit's renewing Work, alas! then the 
Holy Ghoſt is done, he has nothing more that 
be can work in him, tor this wrerched crea- 
ture has utterly rejected him, ins enlightoing 
work, his covincing Work, his lan&itying 
work, he hath utterly refeged Chritt's par- 
don, heaven and all Nou, this poor wretch 
is paſt all hopes of mercy, all hopes of pardon, 
nay, for ſuch a one e are forbidden to prays 


as we lee in the text, wheretn my text is a 
8 | Far. 


89 ** 


Part. Now Chriſt prayed for them who'mas 3 
liciouſly crucified him, Luke xxiii, 34. ſaying, I 4 
Father forgive them, for they know not what they 
do. Alas! they knew not what they were 
doing, for had they known it they would not haue 
crcified the LORD of Glory, 1 Cor ii 8. 
But if they had known, and yet . crucified; © 
him, Chriſt would not haveſpenc his. breach, 
to pray for them; for When a Man has com- 
mitted this unpardonable ſin, neither tie 
prayers in heaven or on earth can do him any, 
good , for as the rexc ſaith, there is a Sin uw 
to Death. | | \ | 


I ſhall conclude with a few Words of Appli- 


cation. 


1, Watch very diligently againſt all Sin, but 
above all take ſpecial heed of thoſe Sins that come 
wear to the Sin againſt the Holy Gh:ſt. and they arg 5 - 
theſe Hypocriſy, taking only the outward Profeſſi« © 
ou of Religion, and ſo diſſ-mbling and mocking of * „ 
God ſinning wilfully agaiuſt Con victiom of Couſetence, — 
and againſt great Light and Ruouledge, finning 
p: eſumtuouſiy, and with an high Hand : theſe Sins 
tho” none of them are the dirett Sin againſt the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, yet they will come very near to it: Ihere- 
foxe take ſpecial heed if them leſt they through Time 
ſould bring you to the committing of this unpardone : 
able Sin, And, "05 2, 
2, Labour to be fincere in Religion: and, by a. 
true Faith, ingraft yourſelves unto Chriſt, for they © 
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